reported paleotemperature estimates derived from stable oxygen isotopes of exceptionally well-preserved foraminifera and from organic molecules (using the TEX 86 index) in Paleocene and Eocene hemipelagic clay deposits in Tanzania. They concluded that tropical sea-surface temperatures (SSTs) were stable throughout the Eocene, a fi nding that is surprising given substantial stable isotope data from deepsea cores that display gradual SST cooling in the tropics and at higher latitudes from the early Eocene onwards. Pearson et al. attribute this discrepancy to pervasive diagenetic overprinting of tropical surface-dwelling foraminifera, and argue that foraminiferal overgrowth becomes systematically more pronounced upsection at the deep-sea sites.

